
 
 

 

 

 
 

Erica Thomas has worked for the Louisiana Department of Education for more than 12 years, most recently 
writing and revising education policies related to school accountability; assisting with the calculation of school, 
school system and state accountability scores; and advising as well as providing technical assistance related to 
accountability systems, calculations and procedures to various stakeholders. Previously, Dr. Thomas developed 
accountability-focused programming and provided guidance to the field related to 21st Century After-School 
Programs. She also managed data reporting for the Louisiana Special School District (SSD), ensuring processes 
and supports were in place to provide effective and accurate data for the Special School District’s 19 program 
sites. 

 
Dr. Thomas received a bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies with a dual minor in Education and 
Psychology from Lambuth University in Tennessee, and a master’s degree in Administration and Supervision 
from Southern University and A&M College in Louisiana. She then received her doctorate in education (Ed.D.) 
from Nova Southeastern University, with a concentration/specialization in Instructional Leadership and a minor 
in Urban Education. Her dissertation focused on educators’ perspectives on play and developmentally 
appropriate practice in Louisiana’s Kindergarten curricula. 

 
Dr. Thomas is excited and honored to be stepping into this new role as Chief of Staff. She plans to support the 
SSD Superintendent’s renewed focus on student achievement to guide initiatives involving the district and to 
provide district-wide strategic support. She will support the SSD Superintendent and executive team through 
collaboration, communication, engagement, and by empowering others within the district and the community. 

 
“It is not only my belief, but it is also my experience that all children can learn and excel at the highest level 
with the appropriate support, guidance, and authentic learning experiences,” Dr. Thomas said. “I aspire to lead 
students where they feel safe, valued and their growth is cultivated every day. Together we can strengthen 
teaching and learning resulting in positive learning outcomes and become a national model of excellence in 
equity education through exemplary educational leadership.” 

 
Dr. Thomas is a member of the Lambuth University Alumni Association, Southern University Alumni 
Association, as well as the Nova Southeastern University Alumni Association. She is a member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, Sorority, Inc. where she has won several scholarships and awards for her work in education. 


